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GEOFFREY CHAUCER ACROSS TIME AND PLACE

 Valentina Tenedini

Here follows a slideshow on G. CHAUCER my 3rd year students and I did last year after we had finished studying this author and the Canterbury Tales;

Our slideshow is made up of: - a short outline of his life and works

-the typical ‘parallel’ with the Decameron (whose chart we have deliberately left unfinished, to stimulate further analysis)

and finally 
our own contribution, that is the attempt of setting Chaucer in the right time and place perspective (within the context of the history of European literature, not just medieval).

TARGET: 3rd year high school students

PREREQUISITES: (preferably) knowledge of the cultural and historical background of the middle ages in Britain and Europe;


Knowledge of the language evolution from Old English into Middle English

LESSON PLAN: 1/2 modules for the slideshow – preferably after studying Chaucer from the textbooks

AIM: 
to encourage students to see the relevance of this author and his work, by comparing what they know with the content of the slideshow;


to highlight the merit, modernity of Chaucer within European literature, in a broader perspective;

to provide some prompts for cross-curricular work (parallel with Italian and French middle age literatures and authors);

to encourage students to find out more on the subject and 

think more critically and autonomously about the contents they are given to study at school.

APPLICATION: The slideshow is meant to be used after studying the related contents on the textbook, as a CONSOLIDATION and BROADENING activity.


